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the lime in the water, and to the lack of the sodium and
magnesium salts to which they have been accustomed all
their lives.
The earliest record of epidemic disease in this country
appears in the Bible where the bubonic plague is detailed.
The buboes are called "emerods" in the King James
version, but more properly are called " tumors" in the
American revised version. This interesting account is
given in the fifth and sixth chapters of I Samuel. There
is also a most interesting recognition of the connection
of mice, or rats (for often the Oriental calls them indif-
ferently by the same name) with the disease. It will be
recalled that the Philistines, in returning the Ark, sent
back five golden tumors and five golden mice as a pro-
pitiatory offering. Possibly it was another epidemic of
plague that routed Sennacherib's army when
The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold,
His cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold
And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee.
For the Angel of Death spread his wings on the blast1,
And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed,
And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill,
And their hearts but once heaved, and forever grew still.
Whether this was a plague epidemic that Byron has
paraphrased from the thirty-fifth verse of the nineteenth
chapter of the second book of Kings is not clear, but it
seems probable. In the Middle Ages epidemics are re-
corded, and it is probable that there have been many that
have not been noted. The present pandemic world-wide
spread of plague did not strike Turkey until quite
recently, when the nature and control of the disease have
been better understood and the epidemics have Keen
mild. The outbreak in Beirut in 1919 had a mortality of
only thirteen per cent of reported cases. It is probable
that some deaths were concealed as to the cause, and it is

